Introduction
The genus Sporidesmium Link was reviewed by Ellis (1958) . At this time, the genus circumscription included species that have conidiophores solitary or in groups, conidiogenous cells with or without proliferation and smooth or verrucose, euseptate or distoseptate conidia. These characteristics could be segregated in different genera and/or subgenera, and were considered as Sporidesmium complex or Sporidesmium sensu lato (Sutton & Hodges 1978 , Hughes 1979 .
Delimitation of the Sporidesmium complex was initiated when Sporidesmiella P.M. Kirk was erected to included species that have cylindrical to cuneiform or obovate and distoseptate conidia (Kirk 1982) . Later, Sporidesmiopsis Subram. & Bhat was proposed to accommodate the species with apically branched conidiophores (Subramanian & Bhat 1987) . Subramanian (1992) According to Wu & Zhuang (2005) , species delimitation of SporidesmiumPenzigomyces and Ellisembia-Imicles remain tenuous, and they suggested that the species included in Penzigomyces Subram. and Imicles should be transferred to Sporidesmium and Ellisembia respectively. This paper adopts Subramanian (1992) and the concept of Polydesmus proposed by Hernández-Gutierrez & Sutton (1997) .
In the last decade, the number of species in the Sporidesmium complex has increased (Shi & Zhang 2007 , Ma & Zhang 2007ab, Zhang et al. 2008 , Ma et al. 2010 . Nevertheless, important features such as the conidium septation and conidiophores reduced to conidiogenous cells, have been questioned (Hughes & Illman 1974 , Réblová 1999 .
Castañeda-Ruiz et al. (2011) proposed a new species and re-disposed taxa in Repetophragma in accordance with Subramanian (1992) . According to this author, macronematous conidiophores with several annellations produced by percurrent proliferations of the conidiogenous cell and euseptate conidia are the diagnostic characters of Repetophragma.
A phylogenetic analysis based on partial sequences of LSU nu-rDNA and RPB2 of 27 species and nine genera of the Sporidesmium complex, demonstrated multiple evolutionary origins and distributed phylogenetically in Dothideomycetes and Sordariomycetes (Shenoy et al. 2006) .
Despite this, Shenoy et al. (2006) favoured maintenance of the genera in the Sporidesmium complex, until the sexual phase of these anamorphic fungi are found.
Further studies are needed, with greater sampling effort and the use of more genetic markers for the genera/species to elucidate this complex.
Methods
Expeditions were conducted from 2008 to 2009 in semi-arid Caatinga biome, Northeast of Brazil. Samples of plant litter were collected in separate paper bags and taken to the laboratory where each was incubated at 25º C in Petri dish "moist chambers". The plant material was screened at regular intervals for microfungi. Mounts were prepared in polyvinyl alcohol-glycerol (8 g per 100 ml H 2 0, 5 ml glycerol). Specimens are deposited in the Herbarium of Universidade Estadual de Feira de Santana (HUEFS). Notes -Ellisembiopsis brasiliensis is similar to Sporidesmiopsis zhejiangensis by possessing distoseptate conidia, however, the latter species has verruculose and smaller conidia with fewer distosepta (5-7) and presence of mucilage at the apex (Wongsawas et al. 2008 (Bhat & Kendrick 1993 , Subramanian & Bhat 1987 Etymology -named for the country where it was collected. Conidiophores macronematous, mononematous, solitary or in groups, erect, straight or flexuous, unbranched, smooth, brown, subhyaline at the apex, 32-106 × 3.5-5.5 µm; conidiogenous cells polyblastic, integrated, terminal, cylindrical, smooth, sympodial proliferations or with percurrent and sympodial proliferations; conidia solitary, dry, cylindrical to subcylindrical, smooth, 4-distoseptate, light brown to olive grey, base subhyaline, 22.5-28.5 × 2.5-4.0 µm. Secession schizolytic.
Results

Ellisembiopsis
Teleomorph -not observed on natural substrate.
Know distribution -Brazil. Notes -The genus Sporidesmiella P.M. Kirk comprises 24 species and four varieties (Yanna et al. 2001 , Wu & Zhuang 2005 .
Sporidesmiella hyalosperma
var. novaezelandiae (S. Hughes) P.M. Kirk and Sporidesmiella parva var. palauensis Matsush. were proposed by presence of conidiogenous cell with sympodial proliferation, differing from conidiogenous cell with percurrent proliferations commonly present in the genus (Kirk 1982 , Matsushima 1985 . Sporidesmiella garciniae Matsush. var. garciniae has larger conidiophores than S. garciniae var. brasiliensis and has conidiogenous cells only with percurrent proliferations (Matsushima 1985) .
Notes -According to Subramanian (1992) Sporidesmium and Ellisembia differ by possessing euseptate and distoseptate conidia, respectively (Table 1) . According to these characteristics and based on original descriptions and illustrations, eight new combinations are proposed for Ellisembia (Shi & Zhang 2007 , Ma & Zhang 2007a . 
